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most clinicians have difficulty, and those coming 
to this book for a gentle, simple approach may be 
somewhat disappointed. The provision of a Glos-
sary of terms peculiar to photobiology would be 
very helpful because thjs field is replete with 
terms that are quite unfamiliar to most clirucians. 
The author's interest in the hardware of light 
sources is apparent and perhaps overrepresented. 
The entire subject of phototherapy is omitted. The 
section on protection from the sun is sketchy and 
somewhat disappointing. The most important 
topic of epidermal kinetics is dismissed in two 
paragraphs (p. 131). 
At times, one may find fault with the style, 
syntax, or choice of words. The clinical section 
lacks clarity and economy of words. The level of 
complexity is intermittent. But these criticisms 
derive more from the nature of writing itself and 
from the nature of derma to logic photobiology than 
from any shortcomings of the author. Clinical pho-
tobiology remains largely a descriptive science and 
requires a multidisciplinary background not pres-
ent in most of the describers and researchers. It is 
an enormous task to summarize the basic science. 
give credence to diseases without known cause, 
and simplify this material in a readable, enjoyable 
form. 
REVIEWS 167 
This book is written by one of the greats of 
contemporary photobiology. In one small volume 
current knowledge is summarized in a masterly 
manner, and the reader is given access to the vast 
literature (some 700 references are provided). Dr. 
Magnus's book is important reading for those in-
terested in dermatologic photobiology, but may 
prove to be more valuable to those already initi-
ated into this field than those who need an elemen-
tary introductory book. Dr. Magnus is to be con-
gratulated for his courage to tackle this enormous 
task and for the successful aspects of this book. 
John A. Parrish, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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